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« He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that 
their hands cannot perform their enterpriſe. 


He taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs, and the 
counſel of the froward is carried headlong. 


They meet with darkneſs in the day time, and grope iu 
the noon day, as in the night. 


But he ſavelb the poor from the feword, from their 
mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 


So the poor bath hope, and iniquity floppeth her 
mouth.” | | 


— 2... 


Ever ſince the fatal lapſe of the firſt founders 
of our race, the manners of mankind, and the un- 
friendly animoſities and hoſtile conteſts, which have 
marked their conduct towards each other, have fully 
evinced, that appetite and paſſion have been an over- 


match for conſcience, and uſurped the dominion of 
reaſon and charity. 


Tnovon the great Author of our being hath in- 
dued us with ſocial affections and benevolent in- 
clinations, the proper tendency whereof is, to pro- 
duce love and harmony and a conſtant reciprocal 
interchange of kind offices ; yet it is melancholy to 
obſerve, how often and how generally the influence 
and operation of theſe kind and friendly diſpeſitions, 
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are counteracted, and the happy effects, which they 
are adapted to produce, prevented, by the prevalence 
of the oppoſite paſſions of ſordid ſelfiſhneſs and 
avarice, of pride, ſelf-conceit and a reſtleſs inſatia- 
ble ambition of ſuperiority and power, which have 
evidently gained a pernicious aſcendancy in the 
degenerate race of man. 


Tuls is not vague declamation. The preſent 
ſtate of the world proves it to be a ſorrowful reality. 
And whoever will conſult the hiſtoric page, will 
meet with a continued ſeries of ſad experimental 
evidence, through all ſucceſſive periods of time, 
from the. beginning to the preſent moment, that 
mankind, in all the inhabited parts of the globe, 
whether in a ſtate of barbariſm or civilization, have 
been (as they ſtill are) expoſed to conſtant hazards 
and dangers ; either from the ſecret devices and 
inſidious arts of crafty ill-deſigning men; or from 
the open aſſaults of aſpiring pride and ambition, 
armed with power, or ſtimulated by envy and other 
miſchievous paſſions. And amidſt thoſe ſcenes of 
diſorder and miſery, in which the world has been 
conſtantly involved, from the indulgence of tumul- 
tuous and irregular paſſions, how little have we 
ſeen of that love and goodneſs, of that purity and 
holineſs, wherein the true honour, happineſs and 
perfection of human nature conſiſt ? 


THexe have indeed, in all ages, appeared ſome 
worthy characters, who have laudably exerted them- 
ſelves to ſtem this general torrent of depravity and 
diſorder ; but theſe have been comparatively few, 
in number, and their virtuous endeavours to reſtore 
the reign of rectitude, peace and benevolence, have 
ſeldom been crowned with defired ſucceſs. The 
good they have done has been generally confined to 
narrow limits; folly and wickedneſs continuing to 


overſpread the world at large, notwithſtanding their 


moſt 


6: 91 


moſt zcalous exertions to promote a reformation and 
purity of manners. 


Evex innocence and integrity, although, under 
providence, they are the beſt guards, are not al- 
ways a ſufficient protection againſt the miſchievous 
plots and purſuits of crafty, vindictive and felf-im- 
portant mortals, who are wont to meaſure and eſti- 
mate their dignity and rights, by their cunning and 
power. 


True it is, many of the misfortunes and calami- 
ties, with which we are viſited in this world, are 
owing in a great meaſure to the indulgence of our 
own unruly paſſions, as their procuring cauſe, Men 
are often embarraſſed and enſnared by means of 
their own fin and folly. But ſuppoſing we ſhould 

order our own conduct ever ſo well; 13 we 
ſhould keep our own appetites under proper diſci- 
pline, —_—_— them always within the bounds of 
moderation and ſobriety, according to the dictates 
of reaſon and benevolence ; ſtill we may be in- 
volved in troubles and perplexities, from the difor- 
derly paſſions and corrupt luſts of others, with whom 
we are unavoidably connected, as members of the 
community ; nor will our greateſt prudence and 
wiſdom be an infallible ſecurity, againſt events and 
occurrences interruptive of our peace and enjoy- 
ment, and prejudicial to our welfare. 


Svcn being evidently the general predominance 
of ſelfiſh and unfriendly paſſions, that the virtuors 
few are in continual danger of being devoured and 
deſtroyed, and can find no ſafety and ſecurity, ex- 
cept in an almighty providence ; what abundant - 
reaſon have we to rejoice in the aſſurance we have, 
that there is One above, who regulates all the af- 
fairs of this lower world; who preſides over all 
ſecond cauſes and inſtrumental agents, and diſpoſes 
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all events ; who controuls the * of men, and 
either reſtrains their wrath, or ſo overrules it, as to 


make it eventually ſubſervient to the purpoſes of 


his wiſdom and benevolence ? 


Tut doctrine of a r providence, to 
the government whereof all the affairs of the world 
are ſubject ; which often interpoſes, for entanglin 

the wiſe in their own craftineſs, confounding their 
counſels, diſconcerting their policies, defeating their 
enterprizes, and diſappointing their expectations, 
when, calculating on their ſkill and power, they 
are moſt confident of ſucceſs ; and as often, for 


affording protection, ſupport and proſperity to thoſe, 


who on account of their weakneſs, or deficiency in 
ability or means of defence, are liable to be trodden 
underfoot by their more artful and powerful neigh- 
bours ; this doctrine of a governing providence, 1s a 
plain dictate of ſound philoſophy, and the baſis of 
all religious worſhip. It is a doctrine clearly held 
up to view in the paſſage before us, and elſewhere 
conſtantly inculcated, in the ſacred pages of Reve- 
lation. Nor 1s there any thing better adapted to * 
compoſe the minds of ſerious and devout ſouls, 
into paticnce and reſignation, and inſpire them with 
conſolation and comfort, amidſt national diſorders, 
tumults and revolutions, and the uncertain changes 
and viciſſitudes of joy and ſorrow, to which the lot 
of individuals is unavoidably ſubject, than the con- 
ſideration, that a Gop of infinite power and perfec- 
tion, of infinite rectitude, wiſdom and goodneſs, 
governs the world, to which we belong. Excluſive 
of this conſideration, diſmal ſcenes and gloomy 
proſpects, would at once open upon us, and would 
caſt a damp upon all the joys of life, and imbitter 
its ſweeteſt comforts. 


Trovcn to the attentive and inquiſitive eye of 


religious philoſophy, every event and occurrence 
exhibits 


. | bs * 
(9) 
exhibits obvious evidence of Gop's providential 
overnment; yet his interpoſitions have ſcarcely 
[948 more remarkable, in any one thing, than in 
fruſtrating the ſchemes, devices and plots of haugh- 
ty pride and boundleſs ambition, and 8 the 


weak againſt the miſchievous machinations of the 
great and powerful. So that, * 


Wurx the church and people ef Gob are in 
jeopardy (as they often have been, from the begin- 
ning) from the counſels, policies and confederacies 
of ſubtle and powerful enemies ; ſecret and cloſe 
in their conſultations, and formidable in their con- 
ſpiracies ; they may ſolace themſelves with the con- 
1 that there is a ſupreme Power, above the 
controul of unreaſonable and haughty mortals, that 
can fulfil its deſigns, in ſpite of their projects, and 
turn theĩr boaſted wiſdom into fooliſhnets. 


Ler crafty and deſigning men, inſtigated by the 
emotions of their ſelf-important feelings, lay their 
plots ever ſo deep, or concert their ſchemes with 
ever ſo much art and ſecrecy, in order to depreſs 
others, and aggrandize themſelves, ſtill ſucceſs is 
| doubtful. Their power of execution may fail them. 
For it is eaſy with Gop to cruſh their evil defigns in 
embrio; or when their enterpriſes wear the moſt 
promiſing appearance, and ſeem almoſt to be grown 
up into accompliſhment, He that ſetteth in the 
heavens may laugh at their confidence and throw 
into their way a thouſand unexpected events, that 
| ſhall effectually baffle the utmoſt efforts of their 
{kill and power, and overwhelm them in diſappoint- 
ment. | 


* 

How were the plots of Ahithophel, of Haman, 
and of thoſe that conſpired againſt Paul, diſcon- 
certed and defeated? They realized the truth of 
the Pſalmiſt's obſervation, when he ſays, The ic ted 

B plotteth \ 
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plotteth againſt the juft and gnaſbeth upon him with 
his teeth ; the Lord Hall laugh at him, for he ſeeth 
that his day is coming. 


How were the miſchievous devices and formi- 
dable enterpriſes of Pharaoh, againſt the innocent 
ſojourners of Goſhen, overthrown ? Snared in the 
work of his own hands, the miſchief he intended 
— _ returned with vengeance upon his own 

ead. 


In what a remarkable and humiliating defeat, 
did Sennacherib's hoſtile deſigns againſt Jeruſalem 
terminate? That haughty Aſſyrian monarch, hav- 
ing been permitted for a while to bear down all 
before him, vainly boaſted that he could, by his 
mighty power, which had been an overmatch for 
the gods of other countries, trample the Jews un- 
der foot, though 1 by the Loxp Gop Om- 
nipotent. An angel from heaven, commiſſioned for 
that purpoſe, ſoon made him ſadly repent of his 
blaſphemies, and gave him, to his ſhame and con- 
fuſion, a moſt awful and convincing proof, that 
there is no wiſdom, nor counſel, nor might againſt 


Jehovah. 


How have the evil deſigns of the Jews, together 
with the confederacies of the kings and princes of 
the Gentiles, againſi the Lord and his Anointed, been 
hitherto broken and fruſtrated ? And from the paſt 
interpoſitions of providence in favour of Zion, in 
times of danger and trouble, what abundant reaſon 
have we to rely upon the divine promiſe, that he 


gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt ber? 


From the ſacred records and other authentic 
hiſtories, it would be eaſy to fill volumes, with ex- 
amples ſerving to illuſtrate, and confirm, beyond 
diſpute, the doctrine of our text ; but want of time 


forbids my expatiating, in ſuch an extenſive field. 
VaRIOuS 


„ 


- Vartovs indeed are the ways and methods, in 
which providence procceds, for the accompliſhment 
of its deſigns and purpoſes. There is reaſon to 
believe, that the ſupreme Ruler often employs the 
miniſtry of angels, for the execution of the decrees 
of his government. And ſince he has the hearts of 
all men in his hands, there can be no reaſonable doubt, 

but that he frequently applies himſelf immediately 
to their minds, for raiſing or depreſſing their natural 
faculties; encouraging and animating ſome to noble 
exertions, leading to equally noble atchievements, 
and, at the ſame time, diſneartnisg others, ſo that 
their hands cannot perform their enterpriſe. Seeing 
alſo, that the ſeaſons of the year, together with the 
atmoſphere and all the elements, are ſubject to his 
ſovereign management, no one can reaſonably deny, 
but that it is eaſy with him, without any infraction 
upon the ſtanding laws of nature (which are his 
laws) to introduce ſuch changes of weather, at 
particular times and places ; to raiſe ſuch ſtorms or 
command ſuch calms, as ſhall daſh the plans and 
meaſures of one party into diſappointment, and 
crown the enterpriſes of another with ſucceſs. In 
this way, — to the figurative language of 
inſpiration, he may cauſe the flars in their couxſes, 
to fulfil his word. In ſhort, & 
A | : 
As all the ſecret wheels and ſprings of nature 
are under the abſolute direction of the great firſt 
Cauſe; ſo, whenever he pleaſes, he can put into 
operation-a thouſand hidden cauſes, out of the reach 
of human inſpection, calculation or controul ; which 
ſhall produce unthought-of events, favourable to the 
wiſhes, and promotive of the proſperity of ſome, 


and equally croſs zo the hopes and expectations of 
others. | | 


Bur in whatever ways or methods providence pro- 
eceds in the government of the world, ſtill it becomes 
| | us 
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us as a people profeſſing godlineſs, to look above 
means and inſtruments, to that ſovereign power, 
which preſides over all; and while we cultivate a 
temper of devout reſignation to the will of Gop 
under all circumſtances, it behoves us to offer him a 
tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving for all thoſe unme- 
rited bleſſings and privileges, which he has been 
pleaſed to beſtow upon us ; eſpecially for thoſe pe- 
culiar felicities and advantages, which diſtinguiſh 
our lot among the nations of the earth; and more 
eſpecially, to recognize, with gratitude, every in- 
ſtance of his kind interpoſition, for ſecuring to us 
the continued enjoyment of ſuch favours and bene- 
fits ; for guarding us againſt dangers, averting im- 
pending calamities, and lengthning out our peace 
and proſperity. | 


Tru would fail me to detail the wonders of 
Gop's goodneſs towards his American Iſrael, ſince 
our forefathers firſt planted themſelves on theſe 
weſtern ſhores. Recommending it therefore to all, 
whoſe recollection may not be ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe, to conſult the annals of America for infor- 
mation, reſpecting r gracious appearances 
of providence, in behalf of this highly favoured 
country, I ſhall confine myſelf within the compaſs 
of the memory and experience of the preſent riſen 
and riſing generation, and ſhall endeavour, at this 


time, by exhibiting to view ſome wonderful diſplays _ 


of divine mercy towards this land, fince we have 
ſucceeded to the inheritance of our fathers, to-ex- 
Cite ſuitable emotions of gratitude to the great Lord 
of heaven and earth, who, while he hath not left 
any nation, without a witneſs of his goodneſs, hath 
been pleaſed, according to his ſovereign pleaſure, 
notwithſtanding our unworthineſs and demerits, to 
make us his peculiar favourites, and the objects of 
his ſpecial kind regards. 


\ THross 


( 13-') 

Tross of you, my hearers, who have attained 
to the meridian of life, as well as thoſe, who are in 
more advanced age, cannot eaſily forget how con- 
ſpicuous the providence of Gop was, in a great 
variety of inſtances, in preparing the way for and 
bringing about the late memorable revolution, 
which has given us national independence and ſov- 
ereignty. But having often called your attention 
to the footſteps of providence, which led to that 

lorious event, let it now ſuffice to obſerve, that ever 
; mt we have been acknowledged in a national 
character, the providence of Gop has been equally 
conſpicuous, in counteracting and defeating the 
evil devices and projects, both of domeſtic factions 
and foreign intrigues, and in granting us all the 
comforts of affluence and proſperity, together with 
the bleſſings of public peace, civil liberty and good 
government; eſpecially fince the adoption and eſta- 
bliſhment of the federal conſtitution, formed by the 
united wiſdom of elected ſages from every ſtate, 
which, at the ſame time that it cements the whole, 
as one indiviſible body politic, guarantees to each 
confederated ſtate, a republican form of government. 
This national conſtitution hath hitherto been a preg- 
nant ſource of bleſſings throughout the union, being 
admirably calculated ro promote mutual confidence, 
and to give people ſecurity, amidſt the means of as 
great temporal enjoyment and felicity, as perhaps 
can conſiſt with the preſent lot of humanity, or the 
conſtitution of things, in ſuch a world as this. 


However the reſtleſs genius of ingratitude may 
be employed, to fix the eye of attention on the dark 
ſide of things; to magnify the ills and depreciate 
the bleſſings of human life; and to cloud the bright 
face of providence with gloomy preſages; it muſt 
be obvious to every grateful mind of tolerable in- 
formation, that, ever ſince the revolution, in addi- 
tion 


11 


tion to thoſe noble proſpects where with chriſtianity 
ſweetens the cup of mortality, the greateſt degrees 
of temporal happineſs, have either been realized by 
the generality, or referred to their option ; there 
having been few comparatively, whoſe circumſtances 
have not enabled them, by honeſt induſtry, in their 
ſeveral callings, accompanied with prudence, œco- 
nomy and the frugal virtues, to acquire, not only 
competent ſupplies of the neceſſaries, but alſo many 
of the elegancies and luxuries of life, 


Tus ſcene of proſperity, commenting with our 
national birth, and greatly improved and enlarged 
by our federal government, by the bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, hath hitherto been continued, with very few 
interruptions, notwithſtanding it has often been in 
alarming hazard of a ſad reverſe ; eſpecially ſince 
the commencement of the wars in Europe. Since 
that time, no arts of deception, adulation or intimi- 
dation, calculated to impoſe on the credulity of un- 
ſuſpecting integrity, or to rouſe the fears of peace- 
able and quiet citizens, and promote diſcontent and 
diviſions among people at large, have been unaſſay- 
ed, in order to involve theſe States in thoſe hoftile 
conteſts, that have deluged one quarter of the globe 
in blood, and reduce their government under the 
ſovereign management of that nation, whoſe frater- 
nal embraces have [hitherto proved a deadly cruſh, 
to all who have been either allured or forced into 
the dreadful experiment. But hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us, and in the courſe of his guardian pro- 
vidence, given us many viſible and very intereſt- 
ing commentaries, on the paſſage of. ſcripture be- 
fore us. | . 


Tur European nations, with whom we were at 
peace, being engaged in a war with France, in 
whoſe quarrel we were not obliged, by any prior 

| ſtipulations, 


ow 2 


ſtipulations, to become an active party, our former 
preſident, the worthy and patriotic Waſhington, 
ever attentive to the intereſts of his country, inter- 
ſed his authority to preſerve us in a ſtate of neu- 
trality towards thoſe belligerent powers ; as the beſt 
expedient to prevent our being intangled in the la- 
byrinth of foreign politics, and ſwallowed up in the 
vortex of the claſhing intereſts of diſtant nations. 


Up providence, this wiſe and prudent mea- 
ſure of the ſupreme executive, has been the happy 
means of confining us to that. line of ſound policy 
which teaches us to cultivate peace with all the 
world ; and conſequently of preventing our being 
plunged into the horrors of — tremendous war, 
which has already raged for ſeveral years, with vaſt 
effuſion of human blood, on the other ſide of the 
Atlantic, conſigning thouſands and hundreds of 
thouſands to the regions of the dead, before th 


had lived out half their days. | 


Axp what abundant reaſon have we to give 
thanks to God, the ſupreme diſpoſer of events, that 
we have hitherto been able to maintain our neutral 
poſition ; eſpecially, at a critical period, when we 
were in the utmoſt danger of being compelled to 
relinquiſh it, on account of an unhappy diſpute with 
the Britiſh nation, accompanied on their part, with 
ſuch hoſtile depredations on our commerce, as 
rouſed the indignation of America, and almoſt pro- 
voked her brave ſons to draw the avenging ſword 
immediately, without uſing any peaceable endea- 
vours, for obtaining ſatis faction and bringing about 
an honourable and equitable reconciliation. But 
at that — crifis, it pleaſed Gop to check the 
precipitancy of reſentment by prudent conſidera- 
tions, and to diſpoſe the government of theſe ſtates, 
to begin with pacific negociation, which * 

. | te 
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ted in an amicable compromiſe, and happily pre- 
ſerved us on the neutral ground, which we 
choſen. 


Bur our neutral policy, together with this friend- 
ly compromiſe with Great-Britain, it ſeems has 
given offence to France, whoſe views of fraternizing 
theſe ſtates have thereby been hitherto defeated. 


As ſoon as the prefident had iſſued his proclama- 
tion, forbidding the citizens of America to eſpouſe 
the cauſe of either of the parties at war, and enjoin- 
ing the ſtricteſt neutrality (ſo far as the faith of ex- 
iſting treaties would allow) the French miniſter, * 
then reſident among us, immediately took umbrage, 
and had the inſolence to menace the government 
with an appeal to the people ; as if it were compat- 
"ible with our national dignity and ſovereignty, to 
permit the deliberations and meaſures of the coun- 
cils and conſtituted authorities of the country, to 
be awed, ſuſpended or counteracted, by the mina- 
tory inſults of an aſſuming foreigner. 


From that period, it appears to have been a ſet- 
tled plan with the ruling powers of France, to ſtir 
up ſeditions among us, and, if poſſible, to ſeparate 
the people of America from their government, with 
a manifeſt view of drawing this happy country into 
ſuch a dependant and ſervile connection with them, 
as ſhould beſt ſubſerve their ambitious ſchemes of 
univerſal dominion. For the accompliſhment of 
theſe purpoſes, they have been indefatigable in their 
endeavours, through the inſtrumentality of artful 
emiſſaries, and venal ſycophants, and by means of 
ſecret invidious ſlanders and vigulent groundleſs ca- 
lumnies, induſtriouſly circulated through the conti- 
nent, to alienate the minds of the honeſt citizens 
of theſe ſtates againſt their government; and ef; 4 
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cially to poiſon them, with incurable prejudices 
againſt thoſe two worthy perſonages and veteran 
triots, who have, in ſucceſſion, been deſervedly 
1 with the reins of adminiſtration, having, 
through the lapſe of many years, and in the — 
trying times, invariably proved their attachment 
to their country, by the irreſiſtible evidence of facts. 


Bes1Des this noble duumvirate, the illuſtrious 
Waſhington and Adams, many other noble charac- 
ters, and tried ſtaunch patriots, have been attacked 
with torrents of abuſive ſlander and defamation; 
and the moſt uniform and long- proved friends to 
the liberties and independence of their country, 
have been traduced as enemies, under the venal 
bias of Britiſh influence, without any ſhadow of 
proof, except the impudence of falſe accuſers, pro- 
bably under the influence of venality from another 
quarter. GS 


Trtst crafty devices againſt our national govern- 
ment, being diſguiſed under the plauſible pretext 
of benevolent concern for the rights and liberties of 
the people, have, in ſome inſtances, operated accord- 
ing to their defign, by making upon the minds of 


ſome well-meaning but uninformed citizens, in 


many places, impreſſions unfriendly to the civil au- 
thorities of the land. But bleſſed be Gop, who has 
been pleaſed to keep open the eyes of the plurality, 
to diſcern the aim and tendency of ſuch inſidious 
arts, and enable them to guard their country againſt 
the pernicious effects of ſuch clandeſtine miſchief 
and enſnaring policy. 


FAILING in theſe attempts to revolutionize Ame- 
rica, and chagrined with diſappointment, the French 
adminiſtration have thrown off thi maſk,and by open 
and unfounded criminations of the government of 
theſe ſtates, and the proſecution of hoſtilities, in a 
predatory war on our commerce, accompanied with 
an haughty refuſal to hearken to any exculpations or 
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complaints on our part, have given us demonſtrat ĩve 
proof that the moſt humiliating ſubmiſſions are re- 
quired, in order to our living upon tolerable terms 
of friendſhip and amity with that domineering 
nation. | 


Wurd we conſider the power, artful policy and 
unbounded ambition of the French republic (if a 
tyranny under the forms of liberty, may be fo deno- 
minated) and attend to their conduct towards other 
ſtates, which have been obliged to ſubmit to their 
victorious arms, and, at the ſame time, reflect on the 
late tenor of their actions towards this country, 
plainly indicative of inimical views and deſigns, in 
contradiction to all complementary profeſſions of 
friendly regard, we have reaſon to rejoice, that pro- 
vidence has interpoſed a wide ocean between us and 
them, which we truſt will ever be an inſuperable 
obſtacle to the execution of every hoſtile x 6 for 
the ſubjugation of America, to their directorial 
deſpotiſm. a 


Tur preſent year, which commenced with low- 
ering clouds in our political horizon, has been a 
year of doubtful expectation and ominous conjec- 
ture, in reference to our future intercourſe and cor- 
reſpondence with the French nation. In the courſe 
of the year ſome very important events Fave taken 
place, which will probably be attended with inte- 
reſting conſequences ; I mean, the diſſolution of 
thoſs ſpecial obligations we were laid under to 
France, by treaties, which having been firſt violated 
by her, have been annulled and become void and 
of none effect, with reſpect to us ; together with the 
conſequent preparations that have been made for - 
the defence of this country againſt every hoſtile en- 
terpriſe of that terrible republic. 


For ſeveral years we conſidered France as a 
friendly ally, and have never been wanting in pro- 
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per expreſſions of gratitude, to the utmoſt extent of 
our obligations, for the aſſiſtance ſhe afforded us, in 
our war with England. But if her friendſhip to- 
wards us, was owing ſolely to her enmity againſt 
Britain, a rival power, which ſhe wiſhed to weak- 


en; and if ſhe did really urge her influence, to 


prevent our being placed on ſuch good ground, as 
was eventually allowed us in the treaty of peace 
(as many believe) her merit towards us, and our 
debt of gratitude to her, have both been overrated. 


IT is well known, that people,in general, through- 
out this country, rejoiced in the ſucceſſes of France, 
while her object appeared to be, the defence of the 
cauſe of liberty, and the ſecuring for herſelf the 
bleſſings of a free government, without preparing 
a yoke for others. But ſince ſhe has given evidence 
that ſhe is actuated by very different views and mo- 


tives, her victories have produced very dilterent 


emotions in American breaſts. 


ELArr with ſucceſſes, and conceiving herſelf to 
be an overmatch for all the world, her object now 
appears to be univerſal domination; and her prot- 
fers of liberty ſeem to be deſigned only, as allure- 
ments or baits, for catching the credulous and un- 
wary. For, ſo far as her conqueſts have extended, 
inſtead of beſtowing the bleſſings of freedom, ſhe 
has rather eſtabliſhed her own deſpotiſm; and the 
tree of liberty, upon which ſhe has laviſhedy ſuch 
captivating panegyrics, and which has graced, or 
rather diſgraced her victories, has hitherto yielded 


no better fruits, than infidclity, irreligion, and licen- 


tiouſneſs both in principle and practice, in connec- 
tion with the ſubjugation of the weak to her ſupe- 
rior power and ſovereign juriſdiction, under the 
notion of equality and a fraternal embrace. Hol- 
land, Belgium, Switzerland, Venice, Italy, &c. to 
their extreme ſorrow, have had ſad experimental 
evidence of this. And had providence permitted 
Hh France 
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France to carry into effect her views of — — 
izing the government of America, and eſtabliſning 
her directorial authority, we ſhould undoubtedly, 
before this day, have been in the ſame diſtreſſed 
and degraded ſituation. 


WrarTzves profeſſions of friendſhip may be made, 
by that intriguing nation, their conduct towards us 
(and actions always ſpeak louder than words) is 
clearly evincive of hoſtile deſigns. Their refuſing 
to accredit our envoys, who were commiſſioned and 
authoriſed, to enter into a friendly diſcuſſion of all 
matters of grievance, to remove all miſunderſtand- 
ings, to accommodate all differences and promote a 
reſtoration of harmony upon terms of equity and 
national honour,and treating thoſe miniſters of peace 
with ſupercilious neglect ; as it was an inſult offer. 
ed to the ſovercignty of America, ſo it is a manifeſt 
unequivocal evidence of their fixed determination to 
abridge us of the rights of our acknowledged inde- 
pendance, and to reduce the government of theſe 
ſtates into ſubordination to their ſuperintendency. 


Thar ſuch are the views of France will be fur- 
ther evident (if further evidence be neceſſary) when 
we conſider her equivocal conduct towards our am- 
baſſadors, whom ſhe refuſed to acknowledge, in 
their public character; and eſpecially her oblique 
requiſition of tribute, to a large amount, as a preli- 
minary to negociation, together with the arts of in- 
timidation, which ſhe uſed to enforce a compliance, 
and alſo her boaſting, that ſhe had a party in this 
country, of fufficient influence, to exculpate her, and 
throw the blame on our rejected miniſters, ſhould 
no compromiſe be effected. But 


PersvapeD 1 am, ſhe will find herſelf miſtaken, 
in regard to her partizans, in this country. For I 
cannot yet bring myſelf to believe, that there 1s we 
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conſiderable number of real Americans, who are 
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alienated to their own country, as to be willing to 
ſacrifice their patriotiſm to the unreaſonable claims 
and expectations of France; eſpecially after being 
acquainted with the ſervile condition of thoſe un- 
happy republics, that have been the victims of her 
conquering arms; and more eſpecially, after the 
developement of her views, and intentions in refe- 
rence to theſe ſtates, in the communications of our 
envoys, whoſe characters intitle them to full credit. 
I truſt that gallic duplicity, however it may be ſup- 
ported by expatriated preſſes, will never triumph 
over American ſincerity. It would be an indelible 
diſgrace to this country, to believe a Talleyrand, 
in oppoſition to a Pinckney, a Marſhall, and a Gerry. 
Should I be à witneſs of ſuch an event, I ſhould be 
grievouſly pained with the wounding reflection, that 
my countrymen were /eft to ſtrong deluſion to believe 
2 lie, in order to prepare the way for damnation, in 
the helliſh embraces of irreligion and atheiſm, thoſe 
infernal demons of guile and tyranny. 


Bur I hope better things. And if the genius of 
America be not departed ; if her ſons feel any thing 
of that genuine ſpirit of liberty, which warmed the 
breaſts of their anceſtors, and, glowing with unabat- 
ed and inextinguiſhable ardors, burſt forth into the 
moſt' noble and hazardous exertions, in the year 
1775, confident I am, that ſhe will riſk the conſe- 
go of a moſt reſolute reſiſtance, rather than 

ubmit to ſuch foreign influence and direction, as 


would rob her of her rights of ſovereignty, and re- 


duce her to the inglorious ſituation of a tributary ſtate. 


Bur leaving our cauſe with the Mc High over 
ell the earth, the ſupreme Governor among the nations, 
let us, with grateful tributes for paſt protections, 
deliverances and eſcapes, and for the continuance 


Hitherto of thoſe peculiar bleſſings, which have 


raiſed us above the level of the generality of _ 
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kind, endeavour to approve ourſelves unto him and 
ſecure his future almighty guardianſhip and patro- 
nage, by a faithful diſcharge of all duties of religious, 
moral and civil obligation. For if God be for us, 
who can be againſt us ? | 


Tur ways of providence are often myſterious, and 
the deſigns thereof inſcrutable. Who knows but 
infinite wiſdom, in great mercy to America, may 
have brought about a diſſolution of our ſpecial re- 
lations to France, with a view of putting a check to 
that alarming inundation of impiety and infidelity, 
which, having overwhelmed a great part of Europe, 
has lately rolled its ſwelling waves acroſs the Atlan- 
lic (I was going to compare it to the flood, caſt out 
of the mouth of the apocalyptic dragon, after the 
woman that fled into the wilderneſs) threatening 
our happy country with an univerſal devaſtation of 
every religious ſentiment, moral principle, and ra- 

tional enjoyment, together with the conſequent in- 
troduction of that wretched unhallowed philoſophy, 
which degrades man to a level with the beaſts that 
periſh, without one ſingle ray of celeſtial light to 
cheer his ſpirits, in the views of a diſſolution ? 


Trar we may never realize the horrors of ſuch 
a dreary ſcene of unprincipled libertiniſm and per- 
verted reaſon, let us firmly adhere to the proteſſion 
of our faith, and ſtand faſt in the liberties wherewith 
Heaven hath made us free. Exerting ourſelves in 
defence of our religious and civil inſtitutions, let us 
ſnew, by our example, that we pay a ſacred regard 
to both; conſidering religion and civil government 
as invaluable bleſſings, and the beſt means provided 
by infinite wiſdom, for reſtraining thoſe irregular 
paſſions, from whence moſt of the woes and miſe- 
ries of human life originate. 


ReL1G10Nn, my hearers, is the higheſt exaltation 


and glory of man, and is of the utmoſt importance 
| _ 


1 

to promote, both individual happineſs, and che peace 
ind good order of ſocieties. Religion, being found- 
ed ina reverential ſenſe of a ſupreme inviſible power, 
to which all men are amenable, and in a firm belief 
of a future judgment and ſtate of retributions, affords 
a moſt powerful curb to the corrupt luſts of human 
nature, and is, at the ſame time, a mighty aid to every 
ſocial affection and benevolent NT It ar- 
reſts our hopes and fears, thoſe main ſprings of ac- 
tion, and engages their powerful influence, to excite, 
encourage and aſſiſt the purſuits of virtue and love, 
and prevent every inſtance of folly and wickedneſs, 
that would be prejudicial to ourſelves or others. 


Tux chriſtian religion, eſpecially, combines every 
conſideration and argument, taken from this world 
and that to come, that, can poſſibly be laid before 
the minds of men, in a way of motive or moral ſua- 
ſion, to induce them to walk in thoſe ways of virtue 
and benevolence, which will moſt effectually pro- 
mote peace on earth, and goad will among men. 


Wnorvr therefore ſhews himſelf to be an ene- 


my to religion, and particularly to the chriſtian ſyſ- 


tem, does, at the ſame time, prove himſelf to be an 
enemy to ſociety, by employing his influence, to 
encourage every criminal purſuit, and to pluck up 
the very foundations of honour and honeſty, truth 
and fidelity, benevolence and patriotiſm. For what 
foundation, I pray, can any one have to put truſt 
and confidence in a man, who is an avowed unbe- 
liever, and profane ſcoffer at religion, without any 
fear of Gop before his eyes, doing all that in him 
lies, by his example, impious jeſts, and deluſive 
ſophiſtry, to promote a diſregard to the inſtitutions 
of divine worſhip, to encourage infidelity, and to 
ſet men at looſe from the reſtraining impreſſions of 
faith in Gob, in a providence, and a judgment to 
come ? We have ſurely the greateſt reaſon to exer-- 
ciſe the moſt cautious vigilance, and to be upon our 
| guard 
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1 
guard againſt all, who diſcard a governing Deity, 


and trample religion, with its fundamental doctrines, 
under foot; for whatever praiſes they may beſtow 
upon themſelves, as friends to liberty, rectitude and 
the rights of human nature, they betray their own 
hypocriſy, and furniſh full evidence, that if they 
had power, they would be unmerciful perſecutors, 
cruel oppreſſors, and tyrannical deſpots. 


Ir is indeed ſcarcely poſſible for a man to do ſuch 
violence to his faculties, as entirely to ſuppreſs all 
ſenſe and awe of a Deity. The human mind is ſo 
framed, that it early receives an impreſſiveperſuaſion 
of dependence on ſome inviſible power, of an 
overruling providence and future retribution. This 
impreſſion 1s of great importance, to check the ex- 
orbitancy of the human paſſions, and ſupport the 
cauſe of virtue in the world. We have reaſon there- 
fore to give thanks to Gop, for giving ſuch notices 
and diſcoveries of his being, perfections and provi- 
dential government as are adapted, at once to make 
and eſtabliſh this ſalutary impreſſion, and preſerve 
a general veneration of a Deity, among men. We 
have reaſon eſpecially to rejoice and give thanks, 
on account of the glorious light of the goſpel, and 
the inſtructions received from the preaching thereof, 
and from the adminiſtration of chriſtian ordinances 
of worſhip; theſe being means admirably calculated 
to cure the moral diſorders of the mind to curb the 
irregular appetites of human nature, to confine it's 
paſſions within the bounds of moderation, to ſup- 
preſs the motions of enmity and malevolence, and 
promote general friendſhip and harmony. 


Ir therefore you love yourſelves and wiſh well to 
your country, let me earneſtly impreſs it upon you, 
from theſe engaging motives, to hold faſt this holy 
religion, to preſerve a veneration for it's laws and 
ordinances, and comply with it's ſacred require- 
ments and inſtitutions ; and particularly to * 
| the 
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the ſabbath day to keep it holy—not forſaking the 
aſſembling yourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, 
for ſhould the ſabbath be aboliſhed, ſcepticiſm will 


ſoon triumph over faith, and chriſtianity be abſorb- 
ed in ſcepticiſm and heatheniſm. 


Axp while we hold faſt our religion, and refuſe 
to exchange the 8 and reviving light of the 
goſpel, for the diſmal gloom of dreary antichriſtian 
philoſophy, let us duly appretiate the bleſſings of 
civil government, and ru cultivate an at- 
tachment to our national ſovereignty, and the au- 
thorities erected by the great body of the people 
throughout the union. 


\ 


For ſuch is evidently the preſent diſordered ſtate | 


of human nature, owing to the prevalence of igno- 
rance, ſelfiſh affections, and corrupt prejudices, that 
the conſiderations of religion and rectitude are but 
little regarded, in innumerable inſtances, and would 
be inſufficient to reſtrain the generality from plot- 
ting mutual miſchief, and purſuing meaſures 1nju- 
rious to one another, without the co-operation of 
civil government, to curb the exceſſes of irregular 
paſſions, and oblige mankind to conform, externally 
at leaſt, to the rules of juſtice and equity, and live to- 
gether upon terms of tolerable peace and friendſhip. 


Tus deſign or end of civil government, is the 
welfare of mankind, which, without a miracle, in 
the preſent ſtate of human nature, could not be ef- 


fectually ſecured and promoted, if every one, exempt 


from all controul of law and civil authority, had 
liberty to do whatever was right in his own eyes. 
This being the caſe, it is evidently the will of God, 
the univerſal parent and friend of the world, that 


men ſhould form ſocieties, ſocial compacts and civil 


conſtitutions ;-or that they ſhould eſtabliſh and en- 
force the obſervance of certain rules, for the regu- 
lation of their _— towards each other ; for the 


prevention 
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prevention of miſchiefs ariſing from the competi- 
tions of intereſt, from'oppoſite and interfering views 
and prejudices, or from the claſhings of pride; am- 
bition and other ſelfiſh paſſions ; and for the preſet- 
vation of harmony and good order, amidſt the ad- 
vantages of mutual confidence and aſſiſtance, and a 
general reciprocation of kind offices. 


Crvil government is therefore to be conſidered 
as an ordinance of Gop ; but the particular forms of 
it are left to human wiſdom and diſcretion. 


War particular form of government is beſt 
adapted to promote the greateſt good of man, is a 
political queſtion, which has been matter of diſpute 
among civilians in all ages, and will probably con- 
tinue ſo to the end of time. And conſideriuig the 
variety of circumſtances that diſtinguiſh the nations 
of the earth; the changes that are continually 1ak- 
ing place among them, from various cauſes ; and 
the impracticability of * an univerſal 
uniformity, in regard to cuſtoms, habits and modes 
of thinking and living; conſidering theſe things, 
perhaps the fame preciſe form of government, how- 
ever excellent in its principles, would not be equally 
ſuitable for all people, or for the ſame people, at all 
times; nor accommodate itſelf, with equal advat- 
tage to the different circumſtances of different ages, 
places and communities. 


In regard to the above queſtion, I will venture 
however, to ſay in general, that ſuch a form or con- 
ſtitution of government, is beſt calculated to pro- 
mote the welfare of mankind, as, rejecting every 
{ſcheme of inapplicable theory, and accommodating 
itſelf to the real ſtate of human nature, provides the 
beſt guards againſt the extremes of arbitrary power 
and licentious liberty, and preſerves the moſt even 
balance between conſtituted authorities and popular 
privileges, and, preventing, as far as poſſible, all 

dangerous 
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dangerous encroachments of the one on the other, 
equally ſecures the bleſſings of civil government, 
civil union and the rights of man. 


- Fax. conſtitutions of the ſeveral American ſtates, 
in connection with. the federal conſtitution, under 
which they are all united, do perhaps as nearly an- 
ſwer the above deſcription, as any forms of govern- 
ment now in the world, or as any others, that can 
be deviſed by the wiſdom of man, for a country 
circumftanced as this is. Both the federal and ſtate 
conſtitutions are formed upon a ſcale of as exten- 
five liberty, as perhaps can conſiſt with any efficient 
government ; the exiſting authorities and powers, 
not ſe}f-created nor derived from ſuppoſed here- 
ditary right, having originated. from- the people at 
large; and being exerciſed by men, choſen and ap- 


pointed by their free ſuffrages, who after a limited 


term, muſt be reduced to a level with their fellow ci- 
tizens, and ſhare in common with others, in all the 
conſequences of their conduct, while in office, 


Fa 1s I underſtand the nature of our national gov- 


ernment, it bears the ſtamp of the people's ſove- 
reignty, being ſo framed, that it is Kadir the gov- 
ernment of the people, by temporary delegations of 
authority, and power, proceeding from them, defi- 
ned and limited by them, and made reſponſible to 
them. To trample upon any conſtitutional acts of 
congreſs, is therefore to trample on the ſovereignty 
of the nation. Jo vilify or. oppole any of the con- 
ſtituted authorities, in the proper execution of their 
reſpective delegated truſts, is alſo to inſult the ma- 
jeſty of the people. It is likewiſe rebellion againſt 
the ſupremacy of the people for the officers of one 


department to break over their preſcribed bounds, 


and invade the province of another. And to at- 
tempt to ſeparate thepeople from their government, 
is to attempt to divorce them from themſelves. 
Nor is it conceiveable what view any can have in 
; by ſuch 
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ſuch attempts, except to produce a revolution,—an 
event to be deprecated ! For ſhould the preſent con- 
ſtitution be overthrown, either by foreign intrigue, 
domeſtic faction, or any other cauſe, there is rea- 
ſon to fear, that the liberties and privileges of the 
people will ſuffer a greater abridgment, under a 
more deſpotic government, than was ever before 
experienced, in this country. 


Ir it be true, that in conſequence of the wiſdom, 
firmneſs and ſpirited meaſures of our government, the 
haughty menacing tone of the Dirediory of France, 
has been lowered, and their diſpoſitions towards 
this country, meliorated ; we have reaſon to give 
thanks to Gop for ſuch a favourable event. But 
paſt experience ſhould teach us the cautious policy 
of being always on our guard, and well prepared for 
defence; unleſs we can have more ſubſtantial evi- 
dence of the friendly intentions of the French go- 
vernment, than. empty profeſſions, or ſome few 
- inſtances of —" change in their language or 

conduct, which may be nothing elſe but lullabies or 
opiates, the inſidious arts of their boaſted diplomatic 
ml which has proved the ruin of ſo many other 
ates. | 


Max the ſovereign Ruler among the nations, ſtill 
mercifully regard and defend the people of confed- 
crated America, and grant them wiſdom both to 
diſcern and purſue the things of their peace and 
proſperity ; that they may never be abſorbed in the 
calamities of ſuch an inglorious revolution, as ſhall 
reduce their government under the arbitrary direc- 
tion and controul of foreign influence, and add them 
to the hideous roll of degraded and enſlaved repub- 
lics in Europe. | | 


SUPPRESSING every ungrateful emotion of diſcon- 

tent, and making it our conſtant devout enquiry, 

what we ſhall render to the Lord for all his benefits, 
let 


Gl 


jet us endeavour to live anſwerably to our high 
obligations, that it may be well with us, and with 
our poſterity after us. * 


ConsIDERING the preſent ſtate of human nature, 
we may indeed pan to hear many murmurings of 
ingratitude and a ſelfiſh temper, even amidſt the 
higheſt ſcenes of proſperity, and under the moſt 
auſpicious ſmiles of providence. For notwithſtand- 

ing the bleſſings wherewith we are ſurrounded, how 

ö many do we often hear complaining; particularly 

| of the ſcarcity of money ? But when we attend to 

| the appearances of affluence around us, and confly 
| der the expenſive modes of living and coſtly luxuries, 
| that have been introduced by all claſſes of citizens; 
| when we conſider alſo how much money is need- 
leſsly expended at public and licenſed houſes, or 
laviſhed upon unprofitable amuſements,or ſuperficial 
embelliſhments, which, however innocent in them- 
ſelves, never ſtamp a dignity on the human charac- 
ter; when we conſider theſe things, what ſhall we 
think of the above complaint ? If debtors, who aim 
to withhold from their creditors their juſt dues, as 
long as poſſible, imagine that ſuch a complaint, un- 
der ſuch appearances and circumſtances, will be 

a valid excuſe among the diſcerning, they will find 

themſelves miſtaken, It would be happy for us, if 

honeſty and fidelity were not ſcarcer than money. 

It would be well, if every one would bear it in 

mind, that every culpable failure in punctuality, in- . 

flicts a wound upon credit, which cannot be healed 

without ſome more efficient remedies, than com- 

mon excuſes and apologies. 
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Ler us therefore, my hearers, renouncing the hid- 
den things of craflineſs and diſhoneſty, endeavour to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs, and to ſquare our actions and 
|= behaviour towards one another, by that everlaſting 
„, rule of rectitude, founded in eternal reaſon and the 
65 immutable fitneſs of things, and ſanctified by chriſ- 

; tianity, 


» 


(. 5 ) 
tianity, which obliges us to do to others; as we 
ſhould think them obliged to do to us, on an ex- 
change of circumſtan ce. 


Dre AR DINO that impious and licentious liberty, 
which claims for weak, ignorant and dependant 
mortals, an exemption from all law, and rule, and 
civil authority, and exalts itſelf even above the au- 
thority of Almighty GoD. Let us, while we culti- 
vate the diſpoſitions of piety and devotion towards 
our Maker and Preſerver, ' cultivate alſo the diſpo- 
fitions of juſtice, and charity towards our fellow 
areatures, and by the conſtant diſcharge. of every 
civil and ſocial duty, endeavour to promote peace 
and good neighbourhood, as far as the ſphere of 
our influence extends, that ſocial happineſs may in- 
creaſe and abound, and by its benign influence, 
improve the other joys of life. TORE £40 


Alwars ready to join our fellow citizens of theſe 
ſtates, in every conſtitutional meaſure for defeating 
the artful ſtratagems, crafty plots and open attacks 
of every enemy to the independence and govern- 
ment of our country, let us exhibit an * of 
all the virtues of a good and pious life, in our ſeveral 
private ſtations and relations, and, by leading quiet 
and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty, en- 
deavour to manifeſt our gratitude to the beneficent 
Author of all good, for that profuſion of private en- 
joyments and domeſtic delights, as well as other 
bleſſings, which from the treaſures of his inex- 
hauſtible bounty, he hath been pleaſed to ſhower 
down upon us. SATIN 


Cour p people, in general, throughout America, 
be perſuaded to act, with propriety, according to the 
exhortations now given, it would baffle the arts and 
efforts of the united conſpiracies of earth and hell, 
to break our union, or rob us of the bleſſings of in- 
dependence, under the operation of a free govern- 
ment 
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ment of our own choice; and we might therefore 
reaſonably rejoice in the flattering proſpect of con- 


tinued proſperity, and might, with full aſſurance offi 


hope, anticipate future ſecurity, under the never fail- 
ing guardianſhip and benediction of the ſovereign 
Lord of heaven and earth, 


AND now, my hearers, having delivered my ſenti- 
ments with an unreſervedneſs expreſſive of full con- 
fidence in your candor, I ſhall conclude by exhorting 
every one ſeriouſly to conſider, that he is formed for 
immortality, beyond the bounds of time, With 
the faith of chriſtians, let us all look forward int@ 
futurity, and take care to lay up treaſures, in that 
heavenly country, which is prepared for all, whoſe 
conduct in this life ſhall meet the final approbation 
of the ſupreme Judge. . 


Havins acquitted ourſelves well, in the ſeveral 
poſts aſſigned us upon the probationary theatre of 
this world, may the everlaſting Jznovan, through 
the mediation of Jzsus CuRIST, his moſt merciful 

lenipotentiary on earth, when the drama of this 
ife ſhall be finiſhed, and this ſublunary ſcene ſhall 
cloſe, admit us to that world of glory and joy, where 
there are no diſputes ariſing from competitions of 
intereſigno miſchevious devices or machinations, no 
| temptations, no inſidious plots, no diſturbers of peace, 
no envious or malevolent beings ; but, where all 1s 
love, union and harmony, in the fulleſt perfection, 
under the immediate beatific influence and irradia- 
tion of ſupreme original Excellence and Goodneſs, 
forever and ever. 9 7 '4«) 
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